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To the editor,

E85

When confronted with skeptics about the smaller environmental footprint of ethanol, I point to America’s flex-fuel. As they say, the proof is in the pudding. One cannot argue with the facts: with an octane rating of 105, E85 is the highest performing fuel on the road today. It has the highest oxygen content of any fuel available, allowing it to burn cleaner than conventional gasoline. The use of E85 results in a nearly 40% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.

This is welcome news for the millions of Americans suffering from respiratory ailments. A simple choice at the pump can make a significant impact in the air that we breathe. 

There are currently more than six million Flex-Fuel Vehicles (FFVs) on U.S. roads today, and most major automotive manufactures have committed to increasing their FFV production and offering more brands and models available to consumers. More E85 pumps are being installed as automakers are rolling out more FFVs each year. Today, E85 may not be available at every station within your commute, but fill up when it’s available. Soon, E85 will be more widely available everywhere.

By 2030, it is estimated that more than 20 percent of all cars on the road will be flex-fuel
vehicles. If all of the FFVs on the road averaged 20,000 miles per year, at 20 mpg, 
they would consume 6 billion gallons of E85. Imagine what a positive impact that will have on our environment and rural economies.

When consumers are in the market for a new vehicle, it can be a matter of pride and responsibility to make a choice for cleaner air. Critics may point to technology that is questionable at best, or light years away from development. I can point to my local auto dealership where FFV’s are readily available, and the retail stations that have made the commitment to America’s energy future. 

Many speak of American’s love affair with their automobile. Now, the opportunity exists to compliment that relationship with a passion for the future of the planet. 
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