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To the editor,

The headline in the recent article on ethanol in the Indianapolis Star (Tuesday, August 28th) was unfortunately titled “The Darker Side of Ethanol”. The headline was indicative of the negative bias the article was apparently designed to promote. By not using any sources from the ethanol industry in the article and only quoting environmentalists who believe ethanol has been “oversold” the one-sidedness of the article was disturbing. 

Just to set the record straight, no responsible person in the ethanol industry believes or promotes ethanol as the perfect solution to our country’s energy and environmental issues. It is however one of the best and most cost effective alternatives to lessen our dependence on foreign oil while at the same time cleaning up exhaust emissions from our automobiles. 

Mr. Maloney’s statements are correct that ethanol plants, like almost every industry, do produce some low levels of pollution; however the fact is that an ethanol plant produces far less pollutants per year (approximately 100 tons) than many other energy producing industries. Most cars emit about six tons of pollutants in a year, which means that the emissions from an ethanol plant are probably less than the emission from vehicles in an average neighborhood. Ethanol plants today are built with and utilize the best emission-control technology available. Thermal oxidizers control the vast majority of emissions and odors that might come out of a plant. Modern ethanol plants have sophisticated water treatment techniques to enable recycling of water to boilers. The industry is working diligently to reduce emissions to even lower levels and these plants are often owned by local farmers and investors who have a strong interest in being good corporate citizens. 
Regarding Mr. O’Donnell’s comments on ethanol being oversold as a “green fuel” research has shown that “air quality has improved in every city, county, and state that has switched from straight gasoline use to ethanol blended fuel”.  This information is contained in a report titled Clearing the Air with Ethanol: A Review of the Real World Impact from Fuels Blended with Ethanol, published by Better Environmental Solutions and the Renewable Energy Action Project.

Certainly the Star has an obligation to write articles on controversial issues facing the state and the nation; however we believe there is also an obligation to provide a balanced perspective so readers can make up their own minds once they have had a chance to understand both sides of the issue.
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