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To the Editor,

The column by Bill Denham in the Tuesday Evansville Courier Press titled “Biofuels Waste Energy, Water and Congress’ time” continues to foster the tired and thoroughly discredited notion that ethanol takes more energy to produce than it provides. The Cornell University study cited by Mr. Denham is not supported by his own University. Multiple studies by unbiased entities have concluded that ethanol has a positive energy balance. A recent study by the US Department of Energy is representative of these findings citing the fact that it takes .074 Million BTU’s to generate 1Million BTU’s of ethanol energy. This is in fact a more positive energy balance than the energy required to produce 1 million BTU’s of gasoline. 

Regarding his statements on water usage, what does he consider and “excessive” amount of water? The majority of ethanol plants voluntarily recycle water since it saves money in the production process and brings more to the bottom line for these facilities. Not usually something that needs to be mandated. The industry is working diligently to reduce the amount of water required to produce ethanol and numerous advances have been made in the last 2 years in this regard. A little research will show that the ethanol industry is working hard to have as little environmental impact as possible. This includes finding creative ways to use less water such as building plants near quarries that need to expel excess water, using methane produced from cow manure to provide the energy for ethanol production, and using advanced oxidation scrubbers to clean any emissions coming from ethanol plants. Finally the “food versus fuel” argument is perhaps the most ridiculous of them all. New and extensive research conducted by respected economist John Urbanchuk found that rising energy prices (oil is at $90+ per barrel) have more than twice the impact on the Consumer Price Index for food than does the price of corn. 

Interestingly Mr. Denham fails to even acknowledge how our dependence on imported oil impacts our economy. As every responsible person in the industry will attest, ethanol is not a perfect or magic solution to our addiction to gasoline and foreign oil, however the cost to maintain our dependence on foreign oil are enormous yet Mr. Denham offers no solution other than distorted, erroneous information about the most realistic and affordable option we have available to us.
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