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To the editor,

Placing Blame in the Wrong Place


Many people have been pointing a finger at ethanol lately (including the Gary Varvel cartoon titled Domino Effect that you published earlier this month) and blaming biofuels for everything from increased food prices here at home to the starvation of children in Third World countries. 

What is missing in most of these attacks are facts and figures to back up the claims or the use of studies that are  woefully outdated. Let me give you a few facts that might make you reconsider blaming ethanol:

· In 2005, the cost of a barrel of oil was $35. Today, oil is $120 per barrel.

· In 2006, dollar index value was .8957 cents. Today, it is .735 cents.

· 
· In 2000, China’s per capita GDP was $946. In 2007, it increased by 160 percent to $2,641. In that same time period, India’s per capita GDP increased by 113 percent, while the U.S. per capita GDP rose by just 32 percent. (International Monetary Fund)

· In 2005, a box of corn flakes cereal cost $1.90. Today, that same box of cereal costs $4.90.

· In 2005, the farmer’s share of a box of corn flakes cereal was 6 cents. Today, the farmer’s share is 10 cents.

If those aren’t enough to convince you, consider the positives of a strong biofuels (especially ethanol) industry here in the United States:

· In 2007, 7 billion gallons of ethanol were produced saving consumers 16 cents per gallon of gasoline.

· In 2007, there were 9,000 jobs created by ethanol plants.

· In 2007, 190 million barrels of oil were NOT imported and $17 billion was not sent overseas due to the use of ethanol.

· In 2007, $14 billion was spent on ethanol construction projects, which means much of that money benefited the rural communities where the ethanol plants are located.

U.S. farmers have continued to supply enough corn to meet demand. In fact, world supply of corn is still higher than demand and we ended the last crop year with about 9 percent of our corn crop left over.

So after reading all of these facts, I think we need to step back and really think about what factors are indeed to blame for the rise in food prices. The answer should be, “Don’t blame ethanol!”
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