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To the editor,

Economy

The ethanol industry has empowered rural communities across this nation. These communities are now flexing their economic muscle with a keen eye to the future. The impact of ethanol has enabled these towns to maintain a sense of tradition and cohesiveness by offering economic opportunities to present and future generations.

The statistics are impressive. In 2006, the ethanol industry supported the creation of more than 160,000 jobs in all sectors of the U.S. economy, boosting U.S. household income by $6.7 billion. The economic impact of ethanol in my hometown (insert city) has been significant, generating an estimated (insert statistic).

Rural communities are no longer dependent on the “trickle down” effect of economic prosperity from state and federal investment. The economic engine created by the ethanol industry has created a ripple effect in the other direction, extending throughout America. The technology sector has been a major recipient of this growth spurt, as they provide software for sophisticated plant operations. Increased investment in the finance, real estate and insurance sectors is a result of the economic vitality of an ethanol plant.

In 2007, farmers planted over 90 million corn acres. This is expected to be the largest crop in over 60 years. U.S. farmers will meet the challenge of a diversified market: food, exports and energy. This is a tremendous accomplishment.

One of the greatest challenges facing rural communities throughout America is the lack of resources available in enticing a company to invest in the area. They often struggle to maintain economic growth, and look for ways to attract quality jobs to their area. The ethanol industry is an ideal solution for many of these communities. 

The image of the empty storefront on Main Street in rural America will hopefully become a vision of the past. Ethanol is paying economic dividends in communities across this country. It is a movement to take control of our energy destiny springing from the fertile farmlands of this great nation. And, it continues to pay off in quality jobs, economic vitality and community pride.   
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