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To the Editors,

Re: Ethanol’s Bottom Line: WSJ Saturday/Sunday 11/24

Picking up the paper on Saturday I once again see ethanol bashing in the Wall Street Journal, this time from Robert Hahn, whose organization is responsible for challenging all government regulatory programs. 

In the very first sentence Mr. Hahn has misrepresented the industry and those who promote it. No responsible politician or ethanol industry spokesperson has EVER stated that ethanol is the answer to America’s energy-security woes. It is only part of a solution which involves many varied components, including more fuel efficient vehicles, other alternative energy sources, etc. 

One item that is seldom if ever mentioned in these articles is the fact that the subsidies paid by the government to the ethanol industry are a rounding error compared to the enormous amounts of taxpayer subsidies paid to the oil and gas industries; including the amount we pay our military to guard oil fields from terrorist attacks. 

Mr. Hahn makes some strong points, some of which I agree with, however his suggestion that we eliminate the tax incentives and tariff for ethanol would do nothing more than prop up the oil and gas industry at a time when they are making record profits and fighting the alternative fuels industry. Would Mr. Hahn suggest we completely eliminate those subsidies? Why no discussion on that point? If we are going to do as Mr. Hahn suggests lets look at the complete energy picture and the cost to taxpayers, not just ethanol.
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